successfully support the recovery of wild stocks. A concluding workshop identified the following important themes for further consideration and action: sustainability of both crab fisheries and farming systems; domestication of stocks for farming; hatchery technology; development of specialised crab feeds; techniques to reduce cannibalism of crabs during grow-out; disease management; and economic analysis to drive future research. The ISAMBC also highlighted the need for concerted international collaboration in research, farming technology and fisheries management to optimise the benefits of the world's crab resources within an ecologically sustainable development framework. Mitten crab farming in China is mostly conducted at low stocking densities, often integrated with other land use, over very large areas of coastal and inland wetlands. In the case of mud crabs, growth in production has largely been made using low-density farming systems, often in smallscale farms using integrated systems involving polyculture and mangrove silviculture and has so far avoided the widespread disease problems typically associated with intensification. The symposium's scientific committee urged that the sustainable expansion of crab culture should include responsible approaches to integrated management of coastal ecosystems to prevent the environmental problems that have developed with intensive and widespread culture of other species.
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